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O n December 14, 2014, 

Boothbay Region Land Trust 

(BRLT) learned the great news that we 

had been awarded accreditation by the 

Land Trust Accreditation Commis-

sion! Based in Saratoga Springs, New 

York, the commission is an independ-

ent program of the national Land 

Trust Alliance. BRLT is now one of 

301 land trusts in the country with this 

exclusive mark of distinction.  

     In order to determine an organiza-

tionõs qualifications for accreditation, 

the Land Trust Accreditation Com-

mission reviews a land trustõs practices 

and procedures in twelve categories, 

called òIndicator Practices.ó The pur-
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pose of this accreditation exercise is 

òto inspire excellence, promote pub-

lic trust, and ensure permanence in 

the conservation of open lands by 

recognizing land trust organizations 

that meet rigorous quality standards 

and strive for continuous improve-

ment.ó Currently, accreditation must 

be renewed every five years. 

     Notice of our successful accredi-

tation came in the form of a letter 

from the commission. Included in 

the letter were two recommendations 

for improvement and one commen-

dation from the Land Trust Commis-

sion. The recommendations have 

already been addressed and are now 

part of BRLT policies and proce-

dures. The commendation was in the 

By Jean Hawley 

area of Board effectiveness and refers 

to the BRLT òBoard Member Memo-

randum of Understanding.ó  

     Last year the BRLT Governance 

Committee developed the memo to 

ensure that Board Members have a 

clear understanding of expectations 

for their service. The Land Trust 

Commission asked permission to use 

the BRLT memo as an example of 

best practice.  

     BRLT is proud of this recognition 

and embraces the notion that 

òimitation is the best form of flat-

teryó as we continue to follow best 

practices and strive for improvement. 

That is our pledge and commitment 
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